
Compost 
Facility 
Survey

• Within 70 miles of 
Sunol, Alameda County

• US Compost Council’s 
Seal of Testing 
Assurance

• Organic Materials 
Review Institute-listed / 
CDFA Organic 
Registration

Compost Facility Location Feedstock Material
Distance from 

Sunol, CA (miles)

*California Soils, Inc. Vernalis Self-haul green waste 45

Harvest Power Lathrop
Curbside yard and food 

waste
47

Napa Recycling Napa
Curbside yard and food 

waste
59

Recology – Blossom 

Valley Organics
Modesto

Curbside yard and food 

waste
48

Recology – Jepson 

Prairie Organics
Vacaville

Curbside yard and food 

waste
63

*Recology – South 

Valley Organics
Gilroy

Curbside and self-haul 

yard waste
52

Republic Services –

Newby Island Resource 

Recovery Park

San Jose
Curbside yard and food 

waste
18

Vision Recycling Livermore Self-haul yard waste 17

West Marin Compost Nicasio
Self-haul yard waste, 

dairy manure
69

WM Earth Care Livermore
Curbside yard and food 

waste
21

Z-Best Composting Gilroy
Curbside and self-haul 

yard waste
53



Compost Cost 
& Freight 
Estimates

• Assume delivery to 
Sunol, Alameda County

• Assume 680 cubic yards / 
approximately 300 tons 
of compost

• Contacted in winter 2019

Compost Facility
Cost per 

Ton

Cost per 

Cubic Yard

680 Cubic 

Yards
Delivery Fee Total Cost

Harvest Power $13.00 $5.85 $3,978 $4,896 $8,874

Napa Recycling $10.00 $6,800 - -

Recology – Blossom 

Valley Organics
$10.00 $4.50 $3,060 $5,200 $8,260

Recology – Jepson 

Prairie Organics
$12.00 $8,160 $8,296 $16,456

Republic Services –

Newby Island 

Resource Recovery 

Park

$9.00 $6,120 $4,060 $10,180

Vision Recycling $14,606

West Marin Compost $20.00 $13,600 $12,240 $25,840

WM Earth Care $18.00 $12,240 $7,684 $19,924

Z-Best Composting $12.00 $8,160 $7,000 $15,160



Compost 
Spreading 
Estimates

• Assume work in Sunol, 
Alameda County

• Assume 680 cubic yards 
compost over 20 acres

• 1/4-inch application

• No real-world site factors

Application 

Method
Company Location

Cost per 

Acre

Cost per 

Cubic Yard

Total Cost 

for 680 

cubic yards

M
e

ch
an

ic
al

Dores Ag 

Services
Stevinson $136.00 $4.00 $2,720 

Holsapple's

Fertilizer 

Spreading Inc.

Turlock $238.00 $7.00 $4,760 

Santucci 

General 

Engineering

Livermore $400.00 $11.76 $8,000 

B
lo

w
in

g

Applied 

Landscape 

Materials Inc.

Rocklin $1,184.30 $34.83 $23,686 

JetMulch Inc. Capitola $1,216.20 $35.77 $24,324 



Real 
Projects!

• Two Alameda 
County projects 
implemented 
December 2019

• Compost: Vision 
Recycling, Livermore

• Different spreading 
methods

Project

Compost 

in Cubic 

Yards

Cost per 

Yard

Compost 

Cost

Delivery 

Cost
Miles Tax

Compost & 

Delivery

StopWaste

- Altamont
420 $14 $5,880 $700 4.5 $608.65 $7,188.65

Calhoun 

Ranch
134 $14 $1,876 $720 14 $240.13 $2,836.13

Project
Spreading 

Type
Service Acres

Cost per 

Yard

Extra 

Equipment
Spreading

StopWaste

- Altamont
Blown-on JetMulch, Inc 12.5 $44.95 $1,200 $20,079.00

Calhoun 

Ranch
Mechanical

Santucci General 

Engineering
5.9 $19.10 - $2,560.00

Project Cost per Acre Cost per Yard TOTAL COST

StopWaste - Altamont $2,181.41 $64.92 $27,267.65

Calhoun Ranch $914.60 $40.27 $5,396.13



Final 
Thoughts

Freight

• Distance

• Truck size

• Trips

• Site access

Contingency

Equipment bottlenecks



Calhoun Ranch
Conservation and carbon farming with Nancy Mueller, Susie Calhoun, and Merry Carter
– 3 Calhoun Sisters



Compost Set Up
• Same compost
• Same spreading

42 MTCO2e avoided / 
sequestered over three 
years of CDFA HSP 
Incentives
• COMET-Planner

59.6 MTCO2e sequestered 
over 20 years

• Ryals & Silver 2013
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Compost 
Spreading
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Range  Seeding
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Pollinator & 
Milkweed Plantings
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Pollinator & 
Milkweed Plantings





Healthy Soils 
Program (HSP) 
Incentives Program
Program by California Department of Food 

and Agriculture

Spreading Compost on Rangelands

February 9. 2021

Stephanie Lew, Alameda County Resource 
Conservation District 



Healthy Soils 
Program (HSP) 
Incentives Program

Financial incentives 
to implement conservation 
management practices that:

• Improve soil health
• Capture carbon in soil
• Reduce GHG emissions



Eligible Practices

• Compost application (CPS pending)
• Hedgerow planting (USDA NRCS CPS 442)
• Prescribed grazing (CPS 528)
• Range planting (CPS 550)
• Silvopasture (CPS 381)
• Windbreak/shelterbelt establishment (CPS 380)
• Riparian forest buffer (CPS 391)
• Tree/shrub establishment (CPS 612)

Full list here:
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/oefi/healthysoils/IncentivesProgram.html

Credit: CSU Chico

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/nrcs143_026277.pdf
https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CA/528_CPS_ca_10-2017.pdf
https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CA/550-std-ca-12-15.pdf
https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CA/381-CPS-ca-04-17.pdf
https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CA/380-std-ca-4-13.pdf
https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CA/391-std-ca-11-13.pdf
https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CA/612-std-ca-4_24_17.pdf
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/oefi/healthysoils/IncentivesProgram.html
https://www.csuchico.edu/regenerativeagriculture/ra101-section/range-planting.shtml


• CA farmer, rancher, or federal/CA recognized 
Native American Indian Tribe 

• Located in California

• Agricultural operation: row, vineyard, field & tree 
crops, commercial nurseries, nursery stock 
production, livestock and livestock product 
operations 

• Must have GHG benefits 

• Must own or lease the land 

• New practice

• Practices on land that qualify by NRCS 

Eligibility



I. Project Overview
II. Project Logistics
III. Project Design
IV. Project Work Plan

V. Project Budget and GHG Reduction 

VI. Conservation Plan (Optional)
VII. Benefits to (Optional, Prioritized)

I. Socially Disadvantage Farmers/Ranchers
II. Priority Populations (AB 1550/SB 535) 

Application Contents 



Free assistance from: 

• resource conservation districts 

• University of California cooperative extension

+ other resource organizations 

Get help with: 

• Online grant application

• Gathering information and preparing program requirements

• Consultation

• Project planning and implementation 

Get started!

For a full list of providers:
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/oefi/healthysoils/IncentivesProgram.html

https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/oefi/healthysoils/IncentivesProgram.html

