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Distribution of oak woodlands in Spain and 
California

(Allen Diaz et al. 2007; Gea-Izquierdo et al. 2008) 







The montanera
Black Iberian Pigs



Oak 
regeneration



Production calendar

(Lopez-Bote 1998)



Acorn production in California

Koenig et al 1994

California acorn fall begins in October and ends in December
Exception of coast live oaks, which frequently retain acorns until 
February and sometimes to March or April (Koenig et al 2014).



Chemical composition, metabolic energy, 
and alpha-Tocopherol of acorn and grass

Acorns Grass

Dry matter 56 - 67% 21 - 27%
Crude protein 4 - 6% 14 - 17%

Fat 6 - 11% 4 - 6%
Crude fiber 3 - 6% 20 - 23%

Ash 2% 7 - 10%

Metabolic energy 
(MJ/kg DM) 17.6 10.27

alpha-Tocopherol 
(mg/kg DM) 20 171

Diet composition
By weight:
85% acorn
15% grass

By foraging time:
50% acorn
50% grass



Summary estimates for pig production in the 
Spanish dehesa

Iberian pigs eat approximately 
15 to 22 lbs. of acorns per day, 
Approximate acorn production 
of 0.5 – 1.25 trees/day in Spain
Densities of trees range from 4 
to 20 trees/acre
Can support a stocking rate 
between 0.16 to 0.4 pigs/acre 
(Benito et al. 2006; Olea & San Miguel-
Ayanz 2006).

Length of time in montanera fattening 42-100 days
Average acorn yield/tree 18-31 lbs
Range of acorn yield/tree 1-324 lbs

Acorns consumed per kg of pig gain 22-33 lbs
Pig weight gain per day 1-2 lbs

Weight gain during montanera 88-110 lbs

Stocking rate .16 - .4 pigs/acre

Total weight of acorns consumed per pig 882-1654 lbs

Total weight of grass consumed per pig 185-463 lbs





Finished product



Also, if you have a wild pig problem…
consider the original organic…



Wild pig harvesting

1) Trapping, quarantine and 
inspection process for sale of meat
2) Hunting
 Stable income of $2-$10

per acre per year
 $500-$1,500 per guided pig 

hunt
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Income earning 
potential
Stable income stream of 
$2-$10/acre/year

Private properties  
>5,000 acres 

100 randomly 
selected properties



Liability

Insurance
Liability release forms




